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  Jewel-Osco president retires 

July 28, 2026  
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After more than 35 years with Albertsons Cos., Tom Lofland, president of Jewel-Osco, has retired.

Lofland’s journey began in 1990 and was marked by a series of leadership roles across the
organization, culminating in his appointment as president of Jewel-Osco. Throughout his career, he
led with vision, integrity and an unwavering commitment to people, helping drive growth, innovation,
and operational excellence across multiple divisions and thousands of associates.

  Read more   
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  Kapi Kapi names director of business development 

July 28, 2026  
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Kapi Kapi Growers has named Mike Naftel as director of business development. Based in the South,
Naftel will lead the company's business development initiatives, strengthen customer relationships
and identify strategic opportunities to support the continued expansion of Kapi Kapi's banana,
pineapple and plantain programs.
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  PDSI encouraged gardeners to 'dig for joy' with colorful new
introductions at Cultivate'26 

July 28, 2026  

   

  

Plant Development Services Inc. debuted vibrant introductions at Cultivate'26 designed for a new era
of "dopamine digging," where landscape color, sensory beauty and simple garden rituals become
everyday ways to reset.

From color breakthroughs to the expansion of top-selling collections, PDSI's slate of introductions
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helps gardeners trade screen time for bloom time with landscapes that feel joyful, personal and low-
effort.

  Read more   
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  Sights and sounds from IFPA's Foodservice Conference 

July 28, 2026  
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The International Fresh Produce Association's Foodservice Conference featured a packed schedule
of networking opportunities, buyer meetings, educational programming and a sold-out expo
floor showcasing the newest products, menu solutions and innovations entering the market.

  Read more   
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  Floral industry unites for record-breaking R.I.S.E. campaign 

July 28, 2026  
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The 2026 R.I.S.E. to Support campaign is proof that when the floral industry rallies around a shared
purpose, remarkable things happen. More than 130 donors came together to contribute over
$150,000, surpassing the campaign’s $120,000 goal and making it the most successful R.I.S.E. to
Support campaign in its history.
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  Allegiance Retail Services names new president 

July 27, 2026  
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Allegiance Retail Services LLC has promoted Samer Rahman to president and chief operating
officer. Rahman, who currently serves as executive vice president and chief merchandising officer,
will assume his new responsibilities immediately, driving operational excellence and strategic growth
across the co-op's multi-banner network.

  Read more   
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