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  Ohio potato grower brings quality, sustainable farming,
merchandising inspiration to produce departments 

June 9, 2026  
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Fresh Solutions Network is shining a spotlight on Ohio-based Michael Family Farms as its summer
farmer feature, recognizing the fourth-generation family business for its long-standing commitment to
quality potatoes, sustainable farming and community support.
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  $5.8M and counting: Equifruit celebrates 20 years of Fairtrade
bananas 

June 9, 2026  
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Equifruit has released its inaugural Impact Report, marking 20 years of 100 percent Fairtrade
sourcing and positive impact for banana farmers and workers.
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  D’Ottavio Farms expands blueberry program through innovation and
sustainability 

  
By

Keith Loria

June 9, 2026  
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Despite a spring marked by unpredictable weather and freezing temperatures across parts of New
Jersey, D’Ottavio Farms is entering the 2026 blueberry season optimistic about crop quality, sizing
and long-term growth opportunities.

“This season started with some unusually cold weather for New Jersey,” said Mike D’Ottavio,
president of D’Ottavio Farms. “A lot of growers experienced damage to peaches and blueberries
after a couple cold mornings earlier in the spring.”

  Read more   
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  Celebrate America’s 250th birthday with Proven Winners patriotic
plant combos 

June 9, 2026  

  

                             7 / 13



 

 

  

  

Mark the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence in full bloom with vibrant patriotic
container combinations from Proven Winners. From easy-to-create red, white and blue combos to
exciting new 2026 plant varieties, these festive planter ideas make it simple to add seasonal style to
porches, patios and outdoor spaces.

Proven Winners takes the guesswork out of container gardening with expertly designed recipes
created to deliver bold color, texture and continuous blooms to celebrate this historic anniversary.

  Read more   
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  Phillips Mushroom Farms mourns Jim Angelucci 

June 8, 2026  
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Jim Angelucci, longtime general manager at Phillips Mushroom Farms and a respected leader,
mentor and friend whose remarkable career spanned more than 50 years with the company, has died
at the age of 76.

  Read more   
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  Bolthouse launches limited-time patriotic carrot Party Sticks 

June 8, 2026  
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Bolthouse Fresh Foods is launching limited-time 12-ounce Party Sticks, fresh carrots in bold patriotic
packaging designed to drive incremental sales and impulse purchase behavior in the produce
department.

  Read more   
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